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Informal Communication 

Proposed Claim 

1. (Currently amended) A computing device executing , a graphics rendering 
software program providing instructions to one or more processors to render graphics on a 
display, the computing device configured to establish a network connection with at least one 
other computing device, comprising: 

a graphics driver rendering a plurality of drawing surfaces, including a first 
drawing surface and a second drawing surface, on the displavfm : and 

a memory storing graphic objects having a plurality of attributes, each graphic 
object representing a drawing gurface_of the plurality of drawing surfaces, aad 

wherein the graphics driver is configured to render the first drawing surface at 
least partially overlapping the second drawing surface on the display, and 

wherein, when the first drawing surface is rendered as partially overlapping the 
second drawing surface, a visible portion of the second drawing surface is computed as a set of 
rectangular clip segments, mA 

wherein the rectangular clip segments are attributes of a graphic object 
representing the second drawing surface, and 

wherein the graphics driver is further configured to increment a visibility tag 
corresponding to the second drawing surface when a z-order of the second drawing surface is 
changed, and to compute a new set of rectangular clip segments if the visibility tag 
corresponding to the second drawing surface is not the same as a visibility tag corresponding to 
the first drawing surface, 

29- (New) The computing device of claim 1 wherein an obscure portion of the 
second drawing surface is excluded from processing for rendering by the graphics driver. 
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